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In the second lecture the author asserts that the authority of Jesus 
supports the dictum of Hengstenberg that the important point in the 
interpretation of prophecy is to ascertain the meaning of the inspiring 
spirit, even though this meaning were entirely lost upon the prophetic 
audience, and indeed upon the prophet himself. The author then 
follows the prophecy of a personal Messiah from the first promise to 
Eve, on down through the Old Testament, traversing hurriedly much 
the same course as that over which Payne-Smith passed in his cele- 
brated " Bampton Lectures." The larger part of these Messianic 
prophecies are said to have found their fulfilment in the life of the 
historical Jesus. The rest will certainly find their fulfilment at his 
second coming. 

With his assertion that the teaching of our Lord regarding the Old 
Testament is, or should be, final for the Christian we find ourselves in 
substantial agreement. But we are persuaded that the matter is not so 
easy to be disposed of as the author seems to think. The real attitude 
of Jesus to the Old Testament is not to be ascertained by a mere 
counting of his statements regarding it. What is needed, and what at 
present is imperatively demanded, is a careful weighing and interpre- 
tation of these utterances in the light of the entire body of our Lord's 
teaching, and also in the light of all ascertainable facts as to the actual 
history of the Old Testament. 

In spite of its somewhat indiscriminate use of the utterances of Jesus 
and its failure to do justice to the immediate historical significance of 
prophecy, this protest of an earnest scholarly man against what he 
regards as the fatal heresy of the "higher criticism" is deserving of 
consideration, for there is probably too much of a tendency to 
ignore or forget that our Old Testament was the "Scriptures" of 
our Lord. 

Walter R. Betteridge. 

Rochester Theological Seminary, 
Rochester, N. Y. 



Die Auferstehung des Herrn und seine Erscheinungen, 
Von G. Burckhardt. Gottingen : Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht. 
1899. Pp. iv + 288. M. 2.80. 

The author of this book, a director of missions in Herrnhut, 
writes, as Luke did, that his readers may know the certainty of the 
things in which they have been instructed. And he writes with such a 
sympathetic and thorough acquaintance with the subject that his book 
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is not only an attractive, but also a forcible apology for the historical 
character of the narratives of the resurrection. 

His critical position is nearer to that of such scholars as Weiss and 
Beyschlag than to that of the strict conservatives. He admits errors 
and discrepancies in the narratives, e. g., that Matthew represents 
Jesus as appearing to Mary Magdalene with the other Mary as they 
were departing from the tomb, while John says that Jesus appeared to 
Mary Magdalene alone in the garden ; and again that Luke puts cer- 
tain words of Jesus on the day of the resurrection which were spoken 
on the day of the ascension. He omits Matthew's narrative regarding 
an earthquake at the opening of the tomb. He recognizes two streams 
in the early tradition — one Galilean and the other Jerusalemitic — 
but holds that they are in the main harmonizable. 

His attitude toward difficulties and mystery is that of soberness and 
fairness. There is much in connection with the resurrection which he 
does not at all seek to explain. The one thing which it was designed 
to accomplish was to convince the disciples that Jesus had risen and 
was alive. And this end was indeed accomplished. The objective 
reality of the resurrection is maintained, but at the same time the 
author discriminates sharply between a resurrection and the revivifica- 
tion of a corpse. 

The book does not confine itself strictly to the data of the gospels. 
The author here and there draws on his imagination to fill out a picture 
of which the text has only a suggestion ; but the hypotheses that he 
makes, e. g., in his description of the mood of Peter when Jesus 
appeared to him, seem very reasonable. 

It may be noticed, in conclusion, that Burckhardt regards the act 
of Jesus in John 20:22, 23, as symbolical, and that he identifies the 
appearance to more than five hundred disciples with the appearance to 
the eleven apostles on a mountain in Galilee. 

George H. Gilbert. 

Chicago Theological Seminary, 
Chicago, 111. 

Die alteste Christenheit. Betrachtungen iiber die aposto- 
lische Geschichte. Von Georg Lasson, Pfarrer in Frieders- 
dorf. Erster Band : Die Griindung der Kirche. Giitersloh : 
C. Bertelsmann, 1899. Pp. xii -)- 408. M. 4.80. 

This is in some respects a unique book. It is an attempt, and, we 
believe, a successful one, by a pastor to weave the historical facts of the 
founding of the Christian church into a series of short sermons, each 



